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August 19, 1994 Contact: Adele Z. SUver 

Asian Autumn-New Objects/New Insights: Cleveland’s Recent Chinese Acquisitions 
October 18-December 31, 1994 

The annual Asian Autumn exhibtion has become a landmark in the Museum’s 
calendar. Each autumn, the curators of the world-famous holdings in Asian art choose 
works from their rich stores to tell one of the many stories of their collection. The 1994 
exhibition. New Objects/New Insights: Cleveland’s Recent Chinese Acquisitions, explores 
how a mature collection continues to grow. It presents 21 Chinese objects and paintings 
acquired over the past five years, alongside approximately the same number of objects 
and paintings that have long been in the collection of Chinese art. The exhibition, 
organized by associate curator J. Keith Wilson, will be installed in the Lower 
Level/Education Gallery, from October 18 through December 31, 1994. 

Mr. Wilson’s principal goals are to present recently acquired works, examine 
important issues raised by contemporary archeological discoveries in China, compare the 
new additions with the works they join, and to offer the Museum’s audience the chance 
to reconsider the strengths, weaknesses, and lessons of the combined holdings. "That’s a 
curator’s task," he says, "to build the collections by adding, comparing, refining revising, 
paring, and adding again. We search for many things— for examples of unrepresented 
areas, for intriguing relationships, for superior pieces to replace existing ones. This show 
has instances of each." 

Works in New Objects/New Insights range from neolithic stone pieces, as early 
as 4000 BC, to paintings of the early 16th century. Some of the most famous Chinese 
art in Cleveland is featured, including three classic paintings of the Yuan dynasty (14th 
century); Ni Zan’s hanging scroll. Bamboo, Rock and Tall Tree, and two paintings 
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that simultaneously exalt the scholar’s life and the natural world, Wu Zhen’s handscroll, Poetic 
Feeling in a Thatched Pavilion, and Wang Meng’s Writing Books Under the Pine Trees, a double 
album leaf mounted as a hanging scroll that is an intended gift to the Museum from Mrs. A. 
Dean Perry’s collection. 

Joining them for the first time is the hanging scroll, "Summer Mountains," After Dong 
Yuan, attributed to Huang Gongwang, who was, with Ni Zan, Wang Meng, and Wu Zhen, one of 
the Four Great Masters of the Yuan. This group of paintings associated with some of the most 
revered painters in Chinese history constitutes one of the most noteworthy aspects of the 
exhibition, for these Cleveland holdings are unmatched outside China. 

The Museum has long been collecting choice ancient Chinese bronze vessels and musical 
instruments. Interest in a 5th-century BC beU, in the collection since 1962, has grown with the 
discovery over the last two decades of similar tuned musical bells in China. Now it can be seen 
with a spectacular 9th-century BC bell, the finest example outside China. Each bell has the 
ability to produce two specific musical tones, and each was originally part of a large set of bells, 
graduated in size to produce a wide range of tones, that would have functioned like a large 
bronze jq^lophone. 

Another impressive Chinese bronze-incorporating a beautifully sculptured bird and 
dated 5th century BC— was first identified as an oil lamp; it’s now believed to be a serving 
pedestal. The research that provokes this kind of re-thinking will be detailed in the exhibition. 

A stoneware jar with impressed decoration, dated 3rd century BC, is an instructive 
comparison with another southern Chinese jar of the same period already in the collection. The 
monumental painted marble sculpture acquired in 1993, and for a time exhibited in the North 
Lobby of the Museum, where it drew great attention and admiration, is a superb piece that 
completes an entire sequence of earlier Chinese stone monuments in the collection. 

An ambitious calendar of programs is scheduled to accompany New Objects/New 
Insights. The first Sunday of the exhibition, October 23, will feature a complete afternoon of 
events. Keith Wilson will offer a slide-lecture at 2:30pm and, immediately following, at 3:30pm 
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in the Screen Room, there will be a performance/demonstration of folk and classical music of 
traditional China. On Saturday, November 5, an all-day conference on private collecting is 
scheduled. On Sunday, November 13, the Museum will hold a Chinese Festival from 2:00pm to 
4;30pm, offering calligraphy, painting, taiji, children’s games, and other pleasures of Chinese 
culture. 

A complete schedule of events, including free family activities on Sunday afternoons, and 
programs is attached. The annual Korea Arts Day, held during every Asian Autumn 
independently of the special exhibition, will be held on Saturday, November 19. A complete 
checklist of works on exhibition is also attached. The October 1994 Bulletin of The, ClwplanH 
Museum of Art will serve as the catalogue for the exhibition. 

***** 


For additional information, slides, and photographs, please contact Adele Z. Silver, Public 
Information Office, The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland OH 44106- 
1797; 216/421-7340. 



